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37# Talal Abu Ghazaleh

Country of Residence / Nationality: Palestine
Industry: Banking & Finance
Companies: Talal Abu Ghazaleh Organization

The chairman and founder of Talal Abu Ghazaleh Organisation
(TAGorg), Talal Abu Ghazaleh has been dubbed the godfather
of Arab accounting. He is also credited with highlighting the
issue of intellectual property rights in the region.
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The chairman and founder of Talal Abu Ghazaleh Organisation (TAGorg), Talal
Abu Ghazaleh has been dubbed the godfather of Arab accounting. He is also
credited with highlighting the issue of intellectual property rights in the region.

Services provided by TAGorg include accounting, management consulting,
training, intellectual property, legal services, credit information and legal

translation.

The organisation has some 2,000 employees operating out of more than 65 offices
across the Middle East and North Africa.

Born in Jaffa, Palestine, Abu Ghazaleh moved to the Lebanese village of Ghazziyeh
at the age of ten. He attended the American University of Beirut on a scholarship,

supplementing his income by working as a teacher and translator.

His first accountancy job was in an audit bureau in 1969, while he was inspired to
work in the IP field after hearing a talk on intellectual property at a Time-Warner

conference in San Francisco.

A vocal advocate of education, Abu Ghazaleh saw school as a path to success.

“I wanted to be the exception to the other kids, but in the right way,” he says.

“We have a lot of suffering in our part of the world but that suffering is, in a way, a

blessing. Obviously, I could not afford to go to school without a scholarship, so that

meant I had to excel in order to get one.”
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